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From Principal
Laura Wanstreet
Over the last few months, HCLC has been conducting
orientations for new families interested in enrolling their
children for the 2008-2009 school year. Many of them
tell me that they are interested in our school because of
you. They hear friends, family, neighbors or folks sitting
next to them at the ball game talking about HCLC and
they want to know more about us.

As I meet these families and have the opportunity to tell
them about our school’s philosophy, ILPs, school
values and Project Group, I am so proud of HCLC and
I am reminded of the first time I heard about our school.
Let me take you back to when you made HCLC your
school of choice.

You heard about our mission statement: HCLC is
committed to providing a safe learning environment rich
in technology where students achieve academic and
social excellence while solving real-life problems in a
cooperative manner.

You listened as we shared our school goals: Learn,
Believe, Dream, and Dare

Learn: HCLC students strive to reach their personal
best in each academic area gaining new knowledge and
skills while applying them in a real –life setting.
Believe: HCLC students gain confidence in themselves
and others through the learning process as demon-
strated by their success, recognition of accomplishments
and acceptance of increased responsibilities.
Dream: HCLC students create a vision for the future
that provides the foundation for a learning environment
where students are challenged to reach beyond their
perceived limitations creating new paradigms for
learning and impacting the world.
Continued in next column...
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Intermediate Happenings
First Day of 4th Quarter
Tuesday, April 1st
Auditions for Performing Arts Exhibition
April 1st, 3rd, & 4th, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Lottery for 2008-09 School Year
Tuesday, April 1st, 7 p.m., Media Center
Soaring Eagles Society “Make the Difference” Dessert
Thursday, April 10th, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., MPR
Tickets Sales Begin for “Once Upon A Mattress”
Monday, April 7th
AIMS/Terra Nova Testing (Grades 2–8)
Monday, April 7th through Thursday, April 10th
Intramural Track & Field Begins
Tuesday, April 8th
Intermediate Band Festival Performance
Thursday, April 17th
Performing Arts Exhibition
Thursday, April 17th, 6 p.m., MPR
Musical “Once Upon A Mattress”
Friday, April 25th, 3:30 & 7 p.m., MPR and
Saturday, April 26th, 7 p.m., MPR
Spirit Week
Week of April 28th
Spring Fling Carnival
Friday, May 2nd, 5 to 9 p.m.

“From Principal Laura Wanstreet” continued...
Dare: The act of applying oneself to make a difference
requires a strong sense of character based upon sound
values. This will be achieved as HCLC students honor
and apply the values of integrity, loyalty, self-discipline,
initiative, dedication, perseverance, respect for others,
compassion, responsibility, involvement, truthfulness,
trustworthiness, a strong work ethic, and a sincere
commitment to family and community.

You learned about Individual Learning Plans (ILPs),
Project Group and Summative. You believed in the
statement “I do and I understand” and you felt that this
school was the best place for your child to learn.
Each time I talk about all of these aspects of our school
my level of pride increases. As you read them and think
about them again, I know you feel the same way. I thank
you for making HCLC your school of choice and thank
you for sharing our school philosophy with people you
meet.   ~Laura~
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Another “First” for HCLC
Join us for our first musical, “Once Upon A Mattress,”
the true tale of the Princess and the Pea on Friday, April
25th at 3:30 and 7 p.m. and Saturday, April 26th at 7 p.m.
in the MPR. Adult tickets are $6 and students are $4.
Tickets can be purchased at the door, but guarantee your
seat and purchase them in advance from the office or a
cast member beginning April 7th.

The original 1959 Broadway musical was loosely adapted
from Hans Christian Andersen’s fairytale “The Princess
and the Pea.”  With additional adaptation, the Rogers and
Hammerstein Theatrical Organization created a version
strictly appropriate for school age production.

So travel back in time to the Middle Ages and enjoy a
twist on an old tale meant for the entire family.  Even
your kindergarten student will delight in the songs and
follow the comedic story with a 90-minute run-time
including intermission...just right for that young audience
member being introduced to “live theatre.”

AIMS Reminders
The week of April 7th, our students will be taking the
AIMS/Terra Nova standardized tests. Please do not
schedule vacations or appointments during this week.

Tips to help your child prepare:
• Successful test-takers tend to be students with

good attendance, homework, and study habits;
therefore, your child’s daily assistance with
homework and attitude toward school have the
biggest impact on their overall performance –
which will naturally include the tests!

• Students who struggle the most on testing days
are the ones who didn’t have enough sleep or a
good breakfast the day of the test. Rest up and
eat healthy!

The Arizona Department of Education is a wonderful
resource. Go to http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/.

Interemediate School Math
As we enter into the last quarter, many of us in Math will
be focusing on measurement: promoting mastery of
customary and metric measurement, changing customary
or metric units, developing problem-solving skills, and
applying measurement to real world situations. We will
integrate many measurement aspects into our Project
Group boat unit. Students will calculate the dimensions of
the different components of their boats. Students will
graph integers as they record the results of the distance
and steering test. In addition, students will calculate
velocity and other algebraic formulas in nautical problem
solving scenarios. It will be an exciting quarter filled with
real life mathematical applications. ~5/6 Math Teachers~

Practice!
Auditions for the Performing Arts Exhibition are from
2:30 to 4:30 p.m. on April 1st, 3rd, and 4th.  This is an
opportunity for our 5th-12th grade Performing Arts
students to showcase their talents with an instrumental or
vocal solo, an ensemble piece, or presention of a drama
scene. The Performing Arts Exhibition will be held April
17th.  All participants must attend a mandatory meeting
on April 16th at either 2:30 or 3:15 p.m.

Dress Code for Spring
As we begin a new quarter and the weather begins to
get warmer, it is a good time to review the HCLC dress
code. The dress code applies while on school grounds
and at all school events unless otherwise directed by
administration.  Please spend a few moments with your
child to review and discuss the rationale and each section
of the dress code. You can find a copy of the dress code
in the Horizon Community Learning Center Handbook or
at the front of your 3/4 or 5/6 student planner. If you
need another copy of the dress code, please stop by the
Elementary Office.
A few reminders:

· Shirts without collars (t-shirts, blouses, tunics)
should be tucked in at the waist.

· Clothing should be free of all letters, numbers,
icons, pictures and symbols.

· Only shirts with collars may be worn un-tucked.
· Headwear (hats) will only be worn outside of the

building.
· Sweatshirts will be free of all numbers, letters,

icons, pictures and logos unless it is a HCLC
authorized logo.

· Jackets will not be worn inside the building.

Performing Arts
Exhibition
Don’t miss a special evening featuring 5th - 12th grade
Performing Arts students showcasing their talents in
vocal and instrumental solos, ensembles, and dramatic
works.  Come and support these talented and hard
working young people from Band, Chorus, Drama, and
Orchestra on Thursday, April 17th at 6 p.m. in the MPR.

Advisory Topics
For advisory fourth quarter, teachers and students will be
using Ron Clark’s Essential 55 as a guide, but will be
creating their own Horizon Essential Rules in Advisory
classes. Each week there will be a set of Clark’s rules
the classes will cover briefly, as a segue to creating class
rules. Over the course of the quarter, students and
teachers will develop their own ‘Essential Rules’ that
best apply and fit with HCLC’s philosophy and values.






